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We,  the s ignator ies ,  p ledge to  support  chi ldren in  fami l ies ,  not  inst itut ions .

 

We recognise  –  in  l ine  with  the UN Convention on the Rights  of  the Chi ld ,  the  UN Convention on

the Rights  of  Persons  with  Disabi l i t ies ,  and the UN Guidel ines  for  the Alternative  Care  of

Chi ldren –  that  the fami ly  is  the fundamental  group of  society  and the natural  environment  for

the growth and wel l -being of  chi ldren and that  formal  a lternative  care  should  a lways  be a

temporary  measure whi lst  permanent  fami ly  and community-based solut ions  are  sought .  

 

We acknowledge the decades of  research which demonstrate  that  inst itut ional isat ion is  harmful

for  the health ,  development,  and wel l -being of  chi ldren.  

 

We a lso  recognise  the specif ic  needs of  chi ldren at  r isk  of  separat ion and the importance of

strengthening a lternative  care  options  which a l low chi ldren to  l ive  in  fami ly  sett ings.

We further  recognise  the harms caused by  orphanage volunteering and we pledge not  to  send

volunteers  to  orphanages.     

 

We,  the s ignator ies ,  ca l l  on  indiv iduals ,  organisat ions,  corporat ions,  fa ith-based groups,  and

others ,  who support  or  work  with  vulnerable  chi ldren around the wor ld ,  to  join  us  in  promoting

the r ight  of  a  chi ld  to  grow up in  a  fami ly  and direct ing resources  to  strengthen fami l ies .
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